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Accessories for Bicycle Ownership
Let us shine and help you make owning a bicycle wonderful.  After all our years in the business, here are the recommendations for accessories that will make your life easier.
Buy a Car Rack: You’ve bought the bike, now how do you get it around?  There are many types of car racks out there and we’ve sold them all.  The simplest is the kind that ties onto the back of your “Subie”.  They are inexpensive, but also not terribly stable.  I’ve seen them fly off cars when installed wrong.  If that happens, its not a warranty.  The next step is paying us to install a top rack or using an existing factory rack.  These are great as long as you don’t run your bike into your car port.  We recommend a mounting tray that does not require you to take off the front wheel – because that is a pain.  This is a common choice for those who do not have trailer hitch mount, or a super high reach to put the bikes on the car.
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By far, the best and our favorite way to transport a bicycle is a hitch mount 2 or 4 bike rack.  If you car does not have a hitch receiver, you can buy a bolt on one (U Haul – Heber (435) 654-9600) or pay a welder to weld one on the frame of your car (GT Welding in Murray (801) 505-0715  http://gtweldingincorporated.com/).
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No taking the front wheel off, hoisting it above the car or wondering if your front wheel is in your trunk area?
Universal tools for your bicycle: Here are our recommendations for basic home tools to make your life easier no matter what kind of bike you have.
1. A home mechanic stand.  For cleaning, lubing, inspecting, storage…you name it.  Don’t flip your bike around to work on it….thats for children.  The Feedback sports stand is the best.  I have one that’s 20 years old.
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2. To go with your stand.  Buy some red shop rags at Home depot.  Then Lube and polish from the shop.  

3. Wrenches.  All bicycle nuts and bolts are metric.  I recommend a professional set and a 3 way wrench
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4. Floor pump.  Before every ride, air up your tires.  I know it’s a pain – but its better than flatting on the trail.
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5. And for general storage, there are lots of options.  I love the superstand.
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6. Only buy Stainless Steel Water Bottle Cages.  They won’t mark up your bottles and they be bent to give you different levels of retention.  They also last a long time
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Lets talk about Road Bike specific items.
1. Saddle Bag.  It’s the only way to carry your stuff.  I recommend a cordura bag just big enough to carry a tube, tire lever(s), multi – tool, glueless patch kit, and $10 for beer money.
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2. When you do flat, you’ll want to have a pump and a CO2 inflator in your jersey pocket.  Only use the 20g cartridges because 12 or 16g’s is just not enough.  And always carry a pump, because it never runs out of air.  I recommend buying a new pump every year because they are cheap and the seals do wear out.  Give your old pump to a young rider.  And get a pump with a pressure gauge.  No need to pump your tire up to 60 psi because you are in a hurry – only to pinch flat 100 yards down the road
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Mountain Bike specific items: I recommend just taking your whole saddle bag and putting it into a hydration pack (also known as Camelback).  That way, your tools are with you.  We recommend Hydrapak.  And buy a new bladder every year.  They turn into science projects.
[image: image17.jpg]


 and don’t forget a Mountain wheel size tube stored in a sock…your road tube won’t help you out on the trail. 

Don’t bring your skinny-ass pocket pump out on the trail unless you are doing a competitive ride.  We recommend buying a large pump that will fit in your bag.  A pump that you can use as a floor pump, and will comfortably inflate your tire.  Also, bring your CO2 in your bag.
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